ESSENTIALWRITING Guidance Document — key messages from the DfE’s writing framework

How ESSENTIALWRITING aligns with the DfE’s Writing Framework™

*The writing framework can be found at The writing framework - GOV.UK. This guidance document is based
on the version of the writing framework updated on 10" July 2025.

“Writing is .. key to social experiences as it enables participation in social communication [...] writing is a highly creative
process, allowing people to create imaginary worlds, entertain others and paint with words. Writing can also be a form of

self-expression: it offers young people an opportunity to reflect upon themselves, their interests and their worlds...” p. 13

The writing
framework

Key messages
in the Writing
Framework

Quotes from The writing
framework - GOV.UK

What ESSENTIALWRITING
provides

Snip of detail/ resources
from
ESSENTIALWRITING

1) Writing for
purpose and
audience

‘For successful writing, it is
important to establish a clear
purpose from the beginning.
Pupils should be guided to
articulate their ideas and
consider their audience’ p. 65

‘Purpose and audience should
underpin decisions about the
form any writing should take’
p- 90

‘Understanding that their
writing is going to be read or
heard develops pupils’
understanding that writing is
purposeful’ p. 60

The entire curriculum is based on writing
for authentic purpose and audience,
sequentially built from Reception — Year
6 and designed to support children’s
writing schema.

Opportunities to share with the children’s
intended audience are built into every
unit plan, with all language choices
linked to the intended effect on the (real)
reader.

Unit plans include suggestions for
success criteria pyramids, to support the
develop of working walls and the
classroom environment.

2) Importance
of the writing
process

‘Writing is demanding and it is
important to teach pupils
strategies to help them
manage this. The explicit
teaching of many of these
writing strategies has been
shown to help pupils manage,
create and improve writing and
is associated with highly
effective teaching’ p. 63

Every unit plan includes dedicated steps,
appropriate to the developmental stages
of the children, to teach and support
every part of the writing process —
including age-appropriate editing and
proof-reading.

All subscribing schools have access to a
writing process strategies guidance
document to support subject knowledge
and teaching specific strategies to
support each stage of the writing
process.

3) Importance
of teaching
grammar in
context

‘...grammar teaching will improve
writing only if pupils apply what
they have been taught to their
writing. Grammar instruction is
most effective when taught in the
context of a writing task but with
an explicit focus on the rules being
learned so that pupils can make
informed choices about their
writing’ p. 52

‘Pupils should be taught not
only how to apply their
grammatical knowledge to
their writing, but also the effect
grammar creates’ p. 52

All grammar teaching is clearly
signposted withing the plans and is
taught with direct application to the
children’s writing. All grammar choices
are linked to the intended effect on the
reader, with support for the teacher to
provide clear explanations.

What effect
will this have
on my reader?

4) Reading as
writers
within
dedicated
writing
lessons

‘Writing must be taught
separately from reading.
Reading, however, enhances
pupils’ grasp of the craft of
writing’ p. 15

‘It is important to distinguish
clearly between reading as a

Use of high-quality, diverse literature as
core texts have been selected to study
the writing craft, not to replicate the
content of the writing.

Published writing is used to support
children to ‘read as writers’ to notice the
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reader and analysing as a
writer’ p. 48

‘In key stage 2, investigating
model texts to identify their key
features and consider the
writing style is an integral part
of planning and provides
pupils with opportunities to
read, analyse and emulate
good writing’ p. 67

similarities in writing craft, as well as
within modelled examples provided with
every unit plan.

There is a growing alternative

range of texts that will be continue

to be updated each academic year, to
stay abreast of recent developments in
the world of children’s literature and
ensure that children access relevant,
diverse and up-to-date texts.

5) Choice and To help manage the cognitive | Within every unit plan, children are
agency in demands of writing, it is sufficiently prepared to develop their own
writing important that pupils write ideas, based on their own interests, lived
tobi about topics with which they | oy heriences and choice of topic, to
opics are already familiar. The develop their agency, autonomy and
adage, ‘write about what you . P 9 Y’ - y -
know’ could not be more independence as writers whilst valuing
important for developing all children’s choices.
writers.’ p. 57 o N
‘...while developing writers will
need scaffolds and support to
write accurately and
confidently, they can still have
agency to make choices within
those structures, that is, about
what they want to write and
how they are going to express
it p. 22
6) Oral ‘Sentence-level teaching, Explicit teaching regarding oral L |
composition | Which focuses on pupils’ composition and sentence structure is )
d understanding about how to threaded throughout plans from e O 0
an construct sentences, should ; : ®, " .° -
t - ’ Reception to Year 6. Children are taught oMo )
sentence be a key component of any : -7 o
= . ; about the grammatical concept of a Q.0 OO
level writing curriculum’ p.8 . . (-] D
instructi ‘ 3 sentence, understanding the vital P
Instruction ‘For pupils to master writing importance of exploring writing through
more complex sentences, itis | tglk from EYFS to UKS2.
important to spend time VEAR 2
teaching them how to . ‘ ‘
construgt single-clause Al subscribing schools have access to ek
sentences with a Subject and the ESSENTIALWRITING sentence Lormemmizai R o caniece:
verb’ p. 49 — becoming more structure progression guidance e e—
proficient to ‘have the tools document, which supports schools with a o
and confidence to choose shared understanding of sentence-level | %= (5 SRR ©
when to use different sentence | instruction from Reception — Year 6.
structures, for example . :
Choosing a short, Single-clause Give the chikdren bme 1o orally reheass some comparalive senlences using Hese foema sincures
sentence for dramatic effect \ Unilke X Yt
. 5 X o X s Tis
over a more complicated one VT Aot X i actualy .
p. 49
7) Importance ‘The importance of handwriting | ESSENTIALWRITING comes with a _
P . . ) " ‘
of in developing pupils’ writing handwriting progression and toolkit 1} P TETY
transcription cannot be overstated.’ p.31 document to support dedicated, explicit ﬁ }J’ il Illl‘l
to support _spelling teaching should be teaching of handwriting alongside the ﬁ lh g :%;
writing explicit, cumulative and application of handwriting within R
fl engaging. It should be regular | dedicated steps for publishing, when D ToOLKI ko1 8Bz ©re
uency and consistent, taught in small

steps, with lots of opportunity
for practice’ p. 41

appropriate.

All unit plans mention the application of
spelling knowledge to provide
opportunities for direct application of
spelling within children’s writing.
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ESSENTIALSPELLING is also available
for schools to implement explicit spelling
teaching, with plenty of opportunities for
application for high-utility spelling
patterns within every
ESSENTIALWRITING unit plan.

8) Teachers as

‘Teachers should model oral

Within every unit plan, there are

writers — Composiﬁon, demonstrating examp'es for teacher oo ® 5
b . thg/( thought processes when models for writing with Eire g "
e??mmg a writing’ p. 49 w . >
writing _ . . metacognition, shoyvmg
community ‘Showing what skilled writers how the teacher might %
do is a vital part of teaching ‘think aloud’ whilst
writing’ p. 64 writing.
9) The ‘All classroom teachers should | There is the option to access affordable
opportunity f:szgracf EZ Il;7nedr ?gl(?r?;l/il ;’nd training alongside the planning to
!:o take part decisions. If schools are using support implementation.
in Many schools have commented that the

professional
development
related to
writing

commercially developed
programmes, teachers should
take part in related
professional development’
p.89

plans are CPD in themselves:
Empowering young writers: the impact of
ESSENTIALWRITING at Highover JMI
School and Nursery | HFL Education

Schools can also contact
essential.writing@hfleducation.org for
any bespoke training needs and
consultancy support.
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