
1&2LS20 Y2: Step 2  Rehearse and Reason 

 

Exploring  
𝟏

𝟐
  and 

𝟐

𝟒
  equivalence using Cuisenaire rods  

 

 

 

 
Use Cuisenaire rods to find halves and quarters of these different wholes. 

Record what you know using colours and/or words. 
 

 

 
 

 

1 whole purple rod. 

 

1 whole divided into 2 equal parts.   

Each __________ rod is 
1

2
 of the whole. 

1 whole divided into 4 equal parts.   

Each __________ rod is 
1

4
 of the whole. 

 

1 out of 2 __________ rods is equal to 2 out of 4 __________ rods.  This shows 
1

2
 = 

2

4
 

 

 

 

 

1 whole orange and red rod. 

 

1 whole divided into 2 equal parts.   

Each _________________________ rod is 
1

2
 of the whole. 

1 whole divided into 4 equal  parts.   

Each _________________________ rod is 
1

4
 of the whole. 

 

1 out of 2 ______________ rods is equal to 2 out of 4 ______________ rods.  This shows 
1

 = 
2

 

Fractions are equivalent when they are the same size but with a different number of equal parts. 

 

 

 

 

 

1 whole brown rod. 

1 whole divided into 2 equal purple parts.   

Each purple rod is 
1

2
 of the whole. 

1 whole divided into 4 equal red parts.   

Each red rod is 
1

4
 of the whole. 

1 out of 2 purple rods is the same as 2 out of 
4 red rods. 

 

 

1

2
 = 

2

4
  1 out of 2 purple rods is equal to 2 out of 4 red rods. 
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Can I still rebalance calculations? 

Use rebalancing to make these calculations easier.  One has been done for you. 

4 + 9 = 3 + 10 so this is 13    2 + 39 = ____ + ____ so this is ____ 

8 + 79 = ____ + ____ so this is ____  4 + 59 = ____ + ____ so this is ____ 

 

 

Use Cuisenaire rods to find halves and quarters of these different wholes. 

Record what you know using colours and/or words. 

 

 
 

 

1 whole orange and dark green rod. 

 

1 whole divided into 2 equal parts.   

Each __________ rod is 
1

2
 of the whole. 

1 whole divided into 4 equal parts.   

Each __________ rod is 
1

4
 of the whole. 

 

1 out of 2 __________ rods is equal to 2 out of 4 __________ rods.  This shows  =  

 

 

Build a whole using 2 orange rods. Can you still find halves and quarters? 

Record what you know and talk about it using the word bank. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

whole  divided equal  parts  half  
1

2
  quarter  

1

4
 out of 


